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Spring Sing is always big. But when you take on Broadway, you just have to give something bigger.
Our opening number this year is going to be an adaptation of Neil Patrick Harris’ Tony Awards performance of “Bigger,”
except it’s going to be all about our clubs and Broadway shows. And it will be bigger.

”

-Steve Frye, director of Spring Sing

Miss America 2016
calls Fayetteville home
KATIE MCDONNELL
student writer
Miss Arkansas Savvy Shields was crowned
Miss America on Sept. 11 after competing
against 51 other women representing their
home states. Shields, 21, from Fayetteville, beat
the competition by impressing the judges with
her jazz routine during the talent portion and
her answer to a question about presidential
nominee Hillary Clinton.
During a press conference after the ceremony, Shields expanded upon her views
of America’s current political environment.
“Our country was founded on compromise,”
she said. “I really think we’re in a state now
where both parties seem to just be yelling at
each other. I hope that by the end of my year,
(we start) to reward politicians on compromising instead of just defending themselves.”
Before Shields walked the stage and
won the judges’ hearts and the title of Miss
America, she walked the same stage as
Harding junior Abby Loring. They met at a
national pageant in Orlando where Loring
held the title of Miss Tennessee High School
America and Shields was Miss Arkansas
Collegiate America. Shields went on to win
that competition. Loring described Shields
as an extraordinary young woman.
“She is just one of those people that shines
and literally brightens the room when she
walks in,” Loring said.
Although Shields and Loring were not in
the same age division, Loring said Shields made
an effort to remember her name and speak
with her about her application to Harding.
When Shields won the national title for
Collegiate America, Loring said Shields did

a lot for the organization, and was a great
role model to girls.
“Savvy is genuinely sweet, has a big heart
and wants to make a difference,” Loring said.
Alumna Tabor Hammond said she met
Shields in the summer of 2011 when the two
competed together at Miss Arkansas High.
“We were drawn to each other from the
beginning because in our lineup we were
right next to each other and both wore black
dresses in evening gown,” Hammond said.
Hammond said that even she as a contestant
voted for Shields to win Miss Congeniality
because of her encouraging nature in the
dressing room.
Junior Amber Ward, also a Fayetteville
native, said she competed against Shields at
the collegiate Miss Arkansas pageantry level
and was the first runner-up behind Shields.
“That was (Shields’) first technical Miss
Arkansas preliminary win, and it is often
indicitive of success in the industry in general,” Ward said.
Ward said that there are many levels of
paegeantry and that Shields has consistently
competed and found success at numerous levels.
“(Shields) is a pageant girl through and
through,” Ward said. “She is very driven. She
dances daily, she is always working on her
interview questions and her platform is ‘Live
Well, Eat Well,’ so she is always keeping up
with the physical demands of the competition.”
The winner of Miss America receives a
six-figure salary, paid expenses for the year
and a $50,000 scholarship. After her reign
as Miss America, Shields will return to
Fayetteville to finish her senior year with a
major in art and a minor in business at the
University of Arkansas.

GRAYSON PIERSHALE
beat reporter
Since its inception in 2008, the Get Down
Downtown festival has been coordinated by
Main Street Searcy, a non-profit organization
focused on serving the downtown area through
building restoration, small business recruitment and training, and other revitalization
and maintenance oriented projects.
Amy Burton, director of Main Street
Searcy, has been involved with Get Down
Downtown since its beginning.
“Searcy needed something big and community-driven that was open to everybody,”
Burton said. “We were wondering ‘Where can
we make our mark? What is going to make
a big impact on this community?’ We didn’t
have anything of this caliber. We didn’t have
that one big Searcy festival that we could
hang our hat on.”
Get Down Downtown will see its ninth
year in downtown Searcy this month. A big
emphasis has been placed this year on live
music with a variety of artists performing on
the Sunrise Motorsports Stage, such as the
Nashville-based group The Nobility, country
artist Keith Anderson, worship artists Edge
Worship and the New Life Church Worship
Band, and American Idol contestants Sean
Michel and Tristan McIntosh, and several
others.
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The Hopkins Braces Kids’ Zone will
provide children with many activities, such
as face painting, pony rides, sack races and
carnival games.
There will also be vendors operated by both
local businesses and independent professionals providing food, crafts, artwork and other
products and services.
Senior public relations major Parker Morrow
works as a Main Street Searcy intern during
the school year.
“This event helps Harding students connect
with their community more and put them in
touch with both company and personalized
vendors from Searcy and the surrounding
area,” Morrow said.
Many students and organizations have
volunteered or partnered with Main Street
Searcy for Get Down Downtown in the
past, including numerous social clubs and the
College of Pharmacy. Morrow expressed his
desire for Harding to continue its involvement
in the festival.
“I definitely think that students need to be
more involved in the Searcy community and
not just the Harding community,” Morrow said.
The festival will kick off around 5:45 p.m.
on Friday, Sept. 23 with a performance from
the Searcy High School Band. The festivities
will continue until 10 p.m. that night and
from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. on Saturday, Sept.
24. Admission is free.
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Zika spreads worldwide

SPORTS
Zika Facts
OPINIONS Symptoms 80% never
have
symptoms
OPINIONS
Six additional cases of the Zika Virus
recently reported in Florida, 70 total

2B | Friday, cases
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are few compared to the population

LINDSEY LEDFORD
student writer

Florida health officials announced on
Sept. 13, that six additional cases of the
Zika virus were transmitted locally, which
brings Florida to a total of 70 cases.
According to the Center for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC), two
regions of Miami, Florida, have identified
cases of the Zika virus. The virus has been
found in both Miami-Dade County and
the Wynwood neighborhood. According to
Florida’s Department of Health, more than
6,800 people have been tested for the virus.
According to the CDC, Zika can cause
birth defects such as microcephaly and
Guillain-Barré syndrome when pregnant
women are infected.
According to Miami resident Yvette
Alvarez, the mayor and local authorities are
taking the necessary precautions to ensure
the safety of all residents.
“Planes fly above South Beach with signs
that say ‘insect repellent and no Zika,’”
Alvarez said. “I have seen several warnings
informing the public to stay away from
areas where Zika has been found. Even
Disney is taking precautions for its guests.
Disney has mosquito repellent stations and
also supplies repellent in each resort hotel
room. I think the mayor and authorities
are doing everything they can.”
According to the F lorida Health
Department, the 15 locally transmitted

of Miami residents, which is 12.7 million.
Florida is not the only place with known
cases of the virus. Many countries outside of
the United States have reported thousands
of cases. According to the CDC, Guatemala
has moved to the second of three travel
warning levels because of the spread of Zika.
Senior Alicia Hovater traveled to
Montellano, Guatemala, to complete
medical mission work with Health Talents
International.
“We, as a team, took care of 80 surgeries
that ranged from plastic to general surgeries,”
Hovater said. “I did not treat anyone with
the Zika virus, however I was warned of
the risks and symptoms associated with the
virus. The virus symptoms are commonly
confused with the flu. Unfortunately, at this
time there is no vaccine.”		
Students who travel abroad for mission
work are not the only ones who need to
take precautions. Senior Manuel Barrantes
is from Managua, Nicaragua, which is at
an alert level two, according to the CDC.
“There has been reported cases of the
Zika virus in my hometown,” Barrantes
said. “All travelers going to endemic areas
are at risk. ”
The CDC encourages anyone who has
recently traveled outside of the United
States or to South Florida to consider being
tested for the Zika virus. Women who are
pregnant or may become pregnant should
also consider being tested.

Zika is caused by a virus transmitted primarily by
Aedes Mosquitoes
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Mild fever
Skin rash
Red eyes
Headache

Muscle and joint pain

Symptoms
last 2-7 Days

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Treating Zika
Get plenty of rest
Drink fluids to prevent dehydration
Take medicine such as acetaminophen to reduce fever and pain
Do not take aspirin or other non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs

www.cdc.gov/zika and who.int
Graphic by RACHEL GIBSON

Harding honors legacies through Lectureship
ELI ANDREWS
student writer

Harding University is known throughout
Searcy and the U.S. for its emphasis on
outreach, which takes many different forms.
Whether it is local church potlucks for
incoming freshmen, university social clubs
or extracurricular activities, Harding provides
many ways for students to shape their future
selves and connect with their spirituality.
One of the biggest events Harding uses
to accomplish this is the Bible Lectureship,
where a series of speakers come to Harding
in the last week of September to speak

2016

about different topics. Organized by Vice
President of Church Relations Dr. Dan
Williams, Lectureship is considered by
many students, faculty, alumni and visitors
to be the highlight of the year at Harding.
“We plan a year in advance, get a panel
of around 12 people who pick a main topic,
then build our guest speakers around that,”
Williams said. “We have some great speakers
this year who I think would be really good
for our young students to hear.”
The 2016 Lectureship theme is “Holy,
Holy, Holy: Living In the Presence of
God.” Many of the speakers are faculty or
alumni, and some have traveled from across
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Preacher’s Workshop
Tuesday, Sept. 27
1:30 p.m.-3 p.m.
The Preacher's Toolbox
Cone Chapel

Keynote
Sunday, Sept. 25
7:00 p.m. Keynote
– “Holy, Holy, Holy” –
Dr. Steve Cloer,
Benson Auditorium

the nation and the world to participate. In
addition to the main lectures, there will
also be a series of student lectures — even
several in Spanish and Chinese — over the
course of the week.
Teresa Castleman, the lectureship’s events
coordinator, said her goal is to make the
attendees feel included.
“In addition to the speakers, we also have
exhibitors in the student center,” Castleman
said. “Most of them are nonprofit organizations
looking for support or interns, and some
are just vendors selling books and things.
We actually have a pretty high demand for
vendors this year.”

Ladies’ Day Keynote
Monday, Sept. 26 9:00 a.m.
– “Be Holy as God is Holy, Part 1” –
Cynthia Guy
College Church of Christ Family Room

Student Lectures
Wednesday, Sept. 28 5 p.m.
Extraordinary Claims Require Extraordinary Evidence
Locke Adair
McInteer 150

Devin Swindle, Assistant professor of Bible
and Ministry, is one of the faculty members
chosen to speak this year. He says some of
his greatest sermons and inspirations have
come from the lectureship, and he is excited
to carry on the tradition.
“I really enjoy how we honor some of
the older speakers from Harding’s history,”
Swindle said. “It’s like walking down memory
lane with some of these great preachers and
honoring their legacy.”
Lectureship will have around 80 speakers
this year, and will be from Sunday, Sept. 25 to
Wednesday, Sept. 28. For more information,
visit www.harding.edu/churchrelations.

Spanish Lectures
Monday – Wednesday
6 p.m.
Steven Austin
McInteer 125

Chinese Lectures
Monday, Sept. 26
7 p.m.
A Christian’s Confession (1)
Hunter Deng
McInteer 233

Graphic by RACHEL GIBSON

Little Rock hosts second annual TEDx event
DELILAH POPE
editorial assistant

On Friday, Sept. 30, the Ron Robinson Theater will
be home to Little Rock’s second annual TED event,
TEDxMarkhamSt. The event will take place from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. and will feature 14 distinguished speakers,
many of them from the Little Rock area, and each one
with a distinct background and area of expertise, from
environmentalism, education and medicine to music,

Put Your Deposits
to Work in
Your Community.
Find us on
Facebook
2401 W. Beebe Capps Expy. • 800 E. Beebe Capps Expy. • 2801 E. Race St.

entrepreneurship, communications and more. All speakers
will lecture under the theme “New Beginnings.”
The event was developed and organized under TEDx,
a nonprofit program designed to allow communities to
independently coordinate, record and distribute lectures under
the TED name. According to the official TEDx website,
the goal of this particular outreach is “to help communities,
organizations and individuals to spark conversation and
connection through local TED-like experiences.”
“The idea of TED talks has gone way beyond the original
concept of technology, education and design,” Barry Goldberg
said in an article on Sept. 12 on ArkansasBusiness.com.
“And while there are fascinating and well-constructed
talks on the main TED stage, I am often more taken with
speakers at local TEDx events.”
Last year, Goldberg spoke to the crowd of approximately
300 TED attendees at the Ron Robinson, and he will serve
as emcee for the event this year.
“Trust me when I tell you that it takes a lot of courage
to walk onto a stage in a community where you do not
have the safety of anonymity and advocate for something
you believe in, introduce a concept or way of viewing the
world that may not be mainstream or simply bare your

soul about something you believe matters — with no
confidence that the rest of the room will understand or
care,” Goldberg said.
For many students and educators, the value of the
18-minute TED Talk has not been lost.
“(TED) has helped me to become more aware of my
thoughts and my actions and my behaviors, and just how I
see the world,” senior communication studies major Aundrey
Flewellen said. “The bottom line is that there’s always a
story being told, and that’s what makes it intriguing.”
In addition to the lineup of speakers, the event will
feature on-site opportunities for professional networking,
as well as an art show in the atrium of the theater. General
admission is $40, and will include access to the all-day
event, but the program also features a special price of $20
for all active duty and reserve military members, veterans,
police officers and firefighters. A limited number of student
tickets are available at a reduced price of $15.
“I totally recommend it for anybody,” Flewellen said.
“Especially take advantage if you have the time to watch
TED Talks as a college student, because your education
goes beyond just the classroom setting. You’re always in a
place where you can learn new things.”
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hannah j. moore

pposing viewpoints:
Harding’s Title IX exemption
cameron ross

guest
writer

F

or those who don’t know, Title IX was
enacted in 1972 as a safeguard for
women, meant to ensure that they were
afforded the same opportunities as their
male counterparts in an educational setting.
Sounds good on the surface, right? I mean,
who wouldn’t support equal opportunities
for men and women? Discrimination in
enrollment was the main problem Title
IX wished to address because colleges
admitted a substantially larger percentage
of men than women 40 years ago. Now,
some Title IX proponents have set their
sights on Christian colleges and universities
that have applied for exemption from the
anti-discrimination restrictions laid out
in the Education Amendments of 1972,
specifically those related to LGBT issues.
These issues have become increasingly
common in the news, and discrimination

it’s
complicated

Is it appropriate?

laws have recently been amended to include guidelines pertaining to transgender
people. Most Christians believe, as they
should, that you and I were created in
God’s image. I also believe that he doesn’t
make mistakes. I was born a man for a
reason, just like you were born a man or
woman for a reason. I disagree with the
transgender lifestyle, just like I disagree
with the homosexual lifestyle and other
ways of life that the Bible refutes. That
doesn’t mean we pretend to be perfect.That
doesn’t mean we don’t love transgender or
gay people, but it certainly doesn’t mean
we have to change what we believe. The
freedom to believe or not believe is afforded
to every citizen in the First Amendment
to the U.S. Constitution.
I have been flabbergasted by the notion
that anyone who simply disagrees with the
modern sexual and gender movements is
put to shame and ostracized for having an
opinion or having faith. Discrimination and
intolerance are exactly what proponents of
these lifestyles say they’re against, yet they
are the first people to berate Christians for
standing by the tenets of Christianity that
have been established since Jesus walked
on Earth as a man.

4A | Friday, September 23, 2016

The new Title IX regulations also
raise a rather important question: If
the government can force Christian
institutions to condone activities directly
contrary to Christian doctrine, where
will it end? What else will we be forced
to take part in? These questions should
be unnerving even to non-Christians.
A government powerful enough to
coerce our most sacred institutions
into violating their beliefs is a government powerful enough to violate
our God-given rights across the board.
Christian institutions should not be
forced to cater to the desires of a small
minority of people that run completely
contrary to their faith. Harding’s
administration was right to seek an
exemption. That being said, we were
never promised that the Christian walk
would be easy. Nevertheless, we will
continue to love those who persecute
us, even in the face of the hatred we
receive in return.
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writer
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ver the summer, President Bruce
McLarty sent a letter to the U.S.
Department of Education’s Office of Civil
Rights on behalf of Harding University
officially claiming an exemption from
Title IX, a law banning discrimination
based on sex in schools that receive
public funding or whose students are
attending using federal loans.
Throughout the years, Title IX has
come to include the protection of LGBT
students and even more recently, Christian
schools that have sought exemptions
from Title IX are being forced to come
forward with that information.
Despite the public controversy surrounding Title IX exemptions over the
past few years, Harding University’s
claim passed quietly.
In the letter, Harding explains that
the exemption is necessary to uphold the
university’s “religious tenets.” However,
Jesus did not instruct his followers to
oppress any member of the LGBT
community. Crack open a Bible and
what you’ll see instead is a man who
spent his time with the marginalized
members of society, the prostitutes and

beggars left without a community. It
would be a violation of the central
tenets of Christianity — if Christians
strive to follow in the steps of their
namesake — to deny anyone a spot
at the table, much less the rejected
members of society.
This claim of exemption is not,
therefore, based on religious tenets
but on fear and elitism. Many modern
American Christians are vying for the
role of victimhood and remain hypervigilant for restrictions on their right
to freedom of religion. But let’s not
confuse your run-of-the-mill religious
liberties with the matter at hand. The
freedom they’re really worried about is
the freedom to discriminate. Refusing
to bake a cake for a gay wedding is
fundamentally different from refusing
housing, financial aid, counseling, or
enrollment to individuals based on their
sexual orientation or gender identity.
If you care to peruse Jesus’ teachings
in the New Testament, you won’t find
any scripture where Jesus says, “Love
all the people that you deem perfect
and holy and good enough to come to
the table.” Jesus does not lay out the
qualifications for someone seeking
a relationship with God or seeking
community in his name. Holding up
hoops for people to jump through for
salvation? Turns out, that’s not love.
Jesus actually instructed that we
love God, love people and help the
vulnerable. In the face of countless
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CAMERON ROSS is a guest
writer for the Bison.
He may be contacted at
cross1@harding.edu.

studies conducted on the well-being of LGBT youth, there is no
question that LGBT youth are
more susceptible to mental illness,
have a greater risk of suicide and
are more likely to be thrown out of
their homes, harassed, bullied and
sexually assaulted. They make up
40 percent of the homeless youth
population despite constituting
only 5 percent of the general youth
population.
The worst mass shooting in
U.S. history was not against the
“widely persecuted” Christians. It
was against gay people. Forty-nine
people were left dead on the floor
of a nightclub a mere 12 days after
Harding sent its letter claiming a
right to discriminate.
Needless to say the LGBT community is vulnerable. The question
now is whether or not we care, and
the response from Harding is an
unequivocal, “No.”
Harding has LGBT students,
make no mistake. They attend
Harding for a litany of reasons and
most probably come expecting spiritual and academic opportunity, but
Harding has proved itself a campus
of exclusivity and apathy.
CHLOE GOODMAN is a guest
writer for the Bison.
She may be contacted at
cgoodman2@harding.edu.

For more information, check out the Feb. 11 article “McLarty Addresses LGBT Policies, Views at Harding” on The Link.
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es, I did cry while writing this piece.
This is now my fourth semester working at the Bison
newspaper, so it’s understandable that most people assume
I’m either an English major or a journalism major. Surprise:
I’m actually majoring in public administration, but I have
been writing fan-fiction and aggressive diary entries for as
long as I can remember. However, as a public administration
student, I’m blatantly and sometimes too intensely interested
in the voting process and voting issues.
Often, when I talk about election issues with friends,
someone will say to me, “Uh, please don’t hate me, but I’m
not even registered to vote.” I’m not going to lie. The first
few times this happened to me, I was filled with red, red
rage and smoke literally billowed out of my ears. Now,
instead of getting angry, I ask them why. The typical replies
are, “I don’t know how,” or “I just never got around to it.”
I’ve had to register to vote in my home state of Illinois and
now in Arkansas, so I am able to give them some pointers
about registering.
You may think that your vote doesn’t matter. I sometimes
feel the same way. Congressional districts are reapportioned
by the legislators themselves. As a result, they gerrymander
and almost hand select their constituency based on political
party, and sometimes even race, to win their elections. The
Citizens United Supreme Court decision allowed companies
to act as individuals, and in turn, political candidates are
influenced by the money they receive from huge corporations
and super political action committees. America is not a
direct democracy, which means that you only indirectly vote
for your president through the electoral college. According
to the New York Times, only nine percent of the nation
decided on the two worst major presidential candidates,
accounting for those who didn’t vote in the primaries,
couldn’t vote or voted for another candidate.
About a month ago, I watched an interview with Rep.
John Lewis conducted by ATTN: that really stuck with
me and changed my outlook on voting. John Lewis was a
huge influence in the Civil Rights Movement. At age 20, he
became one of the 13 Freedom Riders and at 23 was a part
of the Big Six that organized the March on Washington
where Martin Luther King Jr. gave his “I Have a Dream”
speech. The editor-in-chief of ATTN: asked Lewis how
we can motivate more young people to vote.
“Young people in all of America must understand that
in our own land, people gave their very blood, their very
lives, for the right to vote,” Lewis said. “We must tell the
story, that people struggled to participate in the democratic
process.”
The American colonists declared independence from
Great Britain in 1776 and fought a war because they had
no representation in the parliament. It took the bloodiest
war in American history, the Civil War, and the 15th
Amendment of 1870 to give the right to vote to those who
were previously enslaved. People were struck on the street
and force-fed in jail for advocating for women’s suffrage
before the 19th Amendment of 1920 was passed. Many
were trampled and beaten for their support of civil rights,
and many were killed before the passage of the Voting
Rights Act of 1965.
In the same interview, Lewis said, “The right to vote is
precious. It’s almost sacred. You must participate.”
Yes, I am frustrated with the election process, but
that gives me no excuse to shirk my civil responsibilities.
Many people willfully subjected themselves to beatings,
force-feedings, warfare and death for my singular right to
vote. I can’t help picturing my personal hero Alice Paul —
the Quaker woman who participated in both the British
and American fight for women’s suffrage, led the first picket
of the White House and wrote the never-ratified Equal
Rights Amendment — spit the raw eggs that were forced
down her throat back into my face if I didn’t vote.
It’s not too late to register to vote in the election in
November. Please contact me personally if you need help
registering, and I can point you in the right direction, even
if you are on the opposite end of the political spectrum from
myself. Everyone, including you, has an ethical obligation
to use their right to vote.
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Is it hateful and discriminatory?
chloe goodman

‘You must participate’
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of 4,450 undergrad students
participate in social clubs.
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Hair I am, send me not away

joshua johnson
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K-Cup Krisis 2K16

’m not a big fan of Keurig coffee.
This is not because it tastes like flavored city
water, not because “bold” is indistinguishable from
“lightly roasted breakfast blend,” and not because
coffee grounds will inevitably be found at the bottom of the mug. Rather, I dislike Keurig because it
has largely negated a level of companionship and
hospitality that used to come with a cup of coffee.
Take my mother, for example.
My mother is what I like to call “coffee crazy.”
By this I mean the woman can blindfold taste test
any light, dark, regular, bold, French, Colombian, or
jalapeño coconut flavored coffee and not only guess
the origin of the beans, but also pinpoint the market
retail value of the grounds in 12-16 ounce quantities.
Truly, she is the small-town sommelier of coffee —
hence, “coffee crazy.”
I mean no disrespect toward her. Quite the opposite, actually, because there is a reason my mother
is so well-versed in java.
Even as a small child, my mother’s hospitable nature
was not lost upon me. You see, whenever somebody
would show up at our front door — provided they
were not the obvious “slit your throat and take your
money” type — she would always invite them to sit
down and have a cup of coffee with her.
That may seem insignificant to you. True, it wasn’t
much. Yet at the same time, it was the perfect gift,
because who can say no to a free cup of homemade
brew?
She would then proceed to usher her guest inside,
sit them down at the kitchen table and scoop 3-5
teaspoons of coffee into her stainless steel Mr. Coffee
machine. I can still hear the “ping, ping, ping” as the
first drops of java hit the bottom of the metal pot. I
can still imagine the steam condensing around the
plastic handle and rising from the lip of the lid. And
when the brewing process was complete, my mother
would evenly divide the contents between two mugs
for herself and her companion.
It was an intimate gesture of hospitality. It meant
something. This was not simply giving someone a
hot beverage — rather, my mother was opening
herself up and allowing a friend, family member, or
even a stranger to feel safe and warm, if only for a
few minutes.
For this reason, I dislike the trends established by
the Keurig industry. To brew a pot of coffee has always
been a benevolent, welcoming signal that brings people
together from all corners of the room. And the smell
of a fresh pot of coffee — even to those who dislike
the stuff — cannot be metaphorically compared to
anything except a warm blanket in January.
Now, with individual K-Cups and hundreds of
various roasts and flavors, we have lost something.
Personal preference and taste is a wonderful thing.
It’s hard to resist the trend of individuality in this
modern society, where there is a job, niche and flavor
for everyone. But, in this particular area, we end up
losing the sense of companionship and camaraderie
that accompanied splitting a pot of coffee with family
and friends. Instead, this sacred form of fellowship
has been reduced to the plop of a K-Cup, the push
of a button and an unwavering 8-10 ounce ration.
I’m not here to say, “Don’t drink Keurig.” Truth
be told, I drink a K-Cup of lightly roasted breakfast
blend almost every day, and I don’t even mind the
grounds at the bottom of the mug that much. It’s fast.
It’s easy. I understand why the Keurig is considered
a “must have” kitchen appliance.
However, I will say this: I cannot think of a nugget of wisdom that my mother has not shared with
me over the rim of a mug of coffee — fresh coffee
from Mr. Coffee himself. This is not to imply that
my mother has a short supply of wisdom nuggets.
She is overflowing with them, actually. And perhaps
these bonding experiences would happen just as
seamlessly over individual K-cups … but for some
reason, I think not.
I daresay this subtle cultural shift from community
sharing to individual indulgence may have a profound
impact on our relationships over time. Am I being
generationally paranoid? Am I inventing a Krisis
where there is none? It’s possible. Regardless, there
is nothing I can do except look at how I invest in my
own relationships, and I plan to do just that.
Whenever I go home, the first thing I do is ask
my mother to make a pot of coffee for us to share.
I don’t even have to ask, because nobody enters my
mother’s house without being offered a cup of coffee.
I wouldn’t have it any other way.
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oltaire… Hair? I would personally
like to learn about Voltaire.”
I would normally agree to “shut up
and listen” to “The Princess Diaries”’
Lilly Moscovitz on any given day, but I
have recently found myself caring more
and more about… hair.
Throughout history, hair has represented
numerous things in different cultures. An
early Biblical example of men with long
hair can be found in the Old Testament
when the Nazarites would refrain from
cutting their hair due to a covenant with
God. Samson even gained strength from
his hair. To the ancient Greeks, long hair
was attributed to wealth and power, and
in the Middle Ages it was illegal to cut a
man’s hair without his consent. In more
recent history, with the rise of the hippie
movement in the 1960s, long hair came
to symbolize rebellion or resistance to
cultural norms, giving the trend a stigma
for those generations.
But what about today? Our generation
has given rise to an equally countercultural
“hipster” movement that echoes some
of the same sentiments of the hippies,
only with less color and worse attitudes.
This irony-fueled hipster subculture has
led to several trends that have, in turn,
made long hair much more common in
today’s society. It has become increasingly
common for men to grow out their hair
into styles that were once considered
feminine — for example, the “man bun.”
Similarly, more and more women have
opted for shorter hairstyles. Society’s
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JOSHUA JOHNSON is the editor-in-chief for
the Bison.
He may be contacted at
jjohnson4@harding.edu.
Twitter: @joshjohnson146

definition of what is masculine or feminine
has drastically evolved since the 1960s and
70s, yet Harding still seems to be a few years
behind on this issue — even by conservative
Christian standards. The cultural change of
style norms in modern society is not a threat
to Christianity like some seem to think.
It is difficult to pinpoint exactly why
Harding still holds tightly to the hair rule
for men. Having encountered the rule
firsthand, the only answer I have personally
been given is that it depends on who you
ask, which is by no means a real answer. In
fact, several administrators have admitted
their lack of knowledge regarding the reasoning behind it. Some say it’s scriptural.
Though if we take what Paul wrote to the
Corinthians literally, there ought to be a
rule forcing women to cover their heads, as
that command is in the very same passage.
Others have claimed that the rule is based
on keeping a professional image around
campus. While that makes a bit more sense,
I struggle to find a remotely consistent implementation of that “professional image.”
Harding’s idea of professionalism doesn’t
allow longer hair on men, but allows women
to cut their hair as short as they please — they
can even buzz the sides. It allows students
to wear sweatpants, T-shirts, hoodies and
flip-flops to class, none of which would be
accepted in any other “professional” setting.
While I’m not against any of those things,
I would like to point out how Harding’s
perception of what is and isn’t professional
appears to be somewhat inconsistent.
The student handbook states: “Hair
should be neatly trimmed off the collar and
free of extreme styles such as mohawks or
ponytails. Beards are to be neatly trimmed.”
If ponytails are really that extreme, how are
women getting away with them? We are
living in a time that is much more open to
hairstyles of varying lengths for both men
and women. Today, longer hair on men does
not represent rebellion or immorality, but

rather an honest and individualized sense
of style. Harding should consider that its
attempt to preserve an outdated image of
a clean-cut, professional Christian could
potentially promote exclusivity among that
specific demographic. Not every student
here is a Bible or business major.
This week, in a poetic and tragic twist
of fate, I was asked to cut my hair. This
actually came as a bit of a surprise to me
because I have been wearing my hair in
a bun daily since school started and was
only asked to cut it based on the assumption that it was “probably too long.” I am
fully aware of the agreement I signed as a
freshman to comply with Harding’s rules,
and I’m not ignoring or arguing against
that. However, my ongoing search to find
out why this rule is important enough to
remain in the handbook has turned out
to be vague and inconclusive, which leads
me to ask: Is it time to consider a change?
The good news is that there can be an
open dialogue here. Rather than completely
abolishing the rule, I would suggest a
compromise in which all generations
can agree on a standard that appeases
both sides. Men could be allowed to
grow their hair out without the pressure
to cut it, but still be required to keep it
neat, clean and off the collar. This makes
the standard much easier to enforce fairly
and less subjectively. Once a man’s hair
grows past his collar, he need only put it
up to comply with the rule. In this way,
men can keep their hair and Harding can
keep a “professional” standard.
Besides, Lilly Moscovitz was right;
there really are much more important
things to worry about than hair.
HAYDEN RICKETT is a guest writer
for the Bison.
He can be contacted at
mrickett1@harding.edu.

Interested in writing a guest column?
Contact Hannah J. Moore at hmoore@harding.edu.
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t’s been exactly 950 years since the
Battle of Hastings, when the Duke of
Normandy defeated the Anglo Saxon King
near the English coast. It would have been
cold comfort to the dying King Harold
to know that the Norman Conquest of
October 1066 would be the last successful
invasion of the British Isles in history. But
according to legend, Harold took an arrow
to the eye in that battle, and thus was in
no mood to look at things in perspective.
I think I know how he felt. I, too, am
mourning the fall of Hastings.
In July, the nationwide retailer filed
for bankruptcy and announced it would
be closing all of its stores. For 48 years,
Hastings carried books, movies, video
games, music and coffee, not to mention a
geek’s paradise of comics and action figures.
Now it follows Borders and Blockbuster
to the retail media graveyard. For the
past few weeks the local store has ceased
rentals, slashed prices and started selling
the furniture. But I imagine many folks in
town were too busy watching construction
of Searcy’s fourth Sonic drive-in to notice
that our last general bookstore has closed
its doors.
I went for the final time last Tuesday.
Prior to that you might have spotted me
there at least once per week. Hastings was
the only place left around here where a
person could browse thousands of movies —
reading the box, discovering obscure films
I’d never heard of and hunting old favorites
that were still in stock. The book selection
was not bad, and I enjoyed finding some
of the titles I came for, as well as stuff I
didn’t know I wanted to read until I saw it.
Just walking into Hastings gave me the
sense of a media treasure hunt, set in the
midst of a great place to watch people. I
must confess, I like overhearing snippets
of chatter as fellow customers skim the
books and movies. Assuming that others
like to do the same, I sometimes talked

michael
claxton
to myself in the new releases section, just in
case someone was eavesdropping.
Bookstores are magical places, and they
are fast disappearing from the landscape. This
summer I visited a friend in Birmingham
who took me to Reed Books downtown. Also
called “The Museum of Fond Memories,” this
35-year-old time warp is exactly my kind of
place. Packed floor to ceiling with books both
used and rare, the rambling store was also
stuffed with movie posters, vintage toys, vinyl
records and decades of pop culture do-dads.
It was hard to navigate the aisles without
leaping over stacks of books. The smell of
old paper was pungent. If someone bottled
that scent up and sold it as cologne, I would
reek of it daily.
Mr. Reed himself is a lively character —
perfectly named — and I intentionally asked
for the full tour because I love to hear book
sellers hold court about their passion. He
highlighted his exhaustive inventory for me,
insisting that “a good bookstore should have
everything.” And indeed he did. I browsed
for two hours — listening in as customers
talked politics and books. Various collectors
came in hunting specific things. One was a
Stephen King fan. A young couple looked for
vintage Disney. I poked around in the Dickens
section. They even had a first edition. But I’m
sure Amazon has all that, too, minus the smell
and conversation. And the soul.
A few days after that visit, I heard Hastings
was closing. The Harding bookstore and the
Bible House are still here, but Searcy’s last
video store is gone. As is Staples, our last
office supply megastore. And Pasta Grill.
And Hancock Fabrics. Not to mention the

fact that Walmart no longer carries
my favorite Skillet Sensations entrée
— Grilled Chicken and Vegetables.
Plus, my number one crime drama just
had its series finale, and on top of that,
R2D2 died last month. If I get any more
bad news, I may move to Birmingham.
Granted, not all bookstores have the
same level of soul, and my last trip to
Hastings was rather sad. Most of the
books were gone, the shelves filled with
tacky merchandise brought in to fill up
the place. Rows of emoji pillows and
Curl-A-Dog hotdog slicers (“As Seen
on TV”) had converted my bookstore
into a yard sale. Few shoppers were there
to eavesdrop on. I loaded up on halfpriced books and movies and headed
to the counter, where a bored teenager
chunked my purchases into a plastic
bag, barely looking up. Neither of us
acknowledged that this was it.
Sometimes life has seasons of
contracting, balanced by seasons of
expanding. What’s true with hairlines
and pant sizes is also true with favorite
retailers. Yes, media consumption has
changed. Yes, everyone else switched
to Netflix in 2007. But I like to get
out. So I suppose now I’ll be reduced
to standing in the rain at the Redbox
machine, trying to decide if it’s worth a
dollar to see “Zoolander 2.” Somehow
using those dispensers always makes me
feel like I’m buying cigarettes. So even
if Hastings could never quite match a
wonderland like Reed Books, it was all
I had nearby. And now it’s gone.
But at least I can get a frozen blue
raspberry lemonade at the new Sonic,
which soon will be over 300 feet closer
to the campus. Cold comfort, indeed.

MICHAEL CLAXTON is a guest writer
for the Bison.
He can be contacted at
mclaxto1@harding.edu.

At the Bison, it is our goal to serve the Harding University student body with integrity, truth and open ears. However, we believe that meeting that goal is a two-way street between
our staff and the public it serves. We pledge to keep our eyes and ears open to what our community has to say and hope that, in return, that community will be an interactive
audience, sharing its stories with us. We also pledge to do the basics: Report accurate and relevant information, check our facts, and share them in a professional, timely manner.
If you have any story ideas, questions, comments or concerns for the Bison staff, please email Joshua Johnson, the editor-in-chief, at jjohnson4@harding.edu. “The Bison (USPS
577-660) is published weekly (except vacations, exams and summer sessions), 20 issues per year, by Harding University. Periodicals postage paid at Searcy, Arkansas 72143.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Bison, Harding University 11192, SEARCY, AR 72149-0001.” BYLINE POLICY: The Bison provides an opportunity for class writers to
contribute work under the byline “guest writers.” Due to this arrangement, staff writers may rewrite a portion of the guest writers’ stories as they deem necessary, while still
identifying the work as the guest writers’ own.
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Hurler
on the
Ditch

Leave the
Allens be

A little over two years ago,
the Arkansas Razorbacks’
then-starting quarterback
Brandon Allen woke up
to find his truck had been
set on fire. Allen had been
highly criticized in his first
season by Arkansas fans with
unusually high expecations. A
police investigation ultimately
didn’t prove the fire was a
result of arson, but Brandon
Allen likely felt anything but
ecouraged when he stepped
on the field six days later to
begin the 2014 season.
Now, Brandon Allen’s
younger brother, Austin Allen,
has taken over as the Razorbacks’ quarterback. After he
was named the starter during
the spring, I could almost
sense my fellow Hog fans
sharpening their blades with
visions of his head on a silver
platter, all because of his last
name. When he threw two
interceptions in the 2016
opener against Louisiana
Tech, matters got worse.
But since then, Austin Allen
has improved. He’s beaten a
top 15 team on the road and
boasts the SEC’s second best
quarterback rating. His critics
seem to have temporarily shut
their mouths.
Because I’m a Hogs fan, I
can relate to frustration toward
a football team. Trust me,
one does not endure losses
to Louisiana-Monroe and
Toledo without garnering some
resentment. But Razorback
Nation needs to take a step
back. The days of calling into
103.7 The Buzz to demand
the coach’s termination ( John
L. Smith the obvious exception), dogging on athletes on
Twitter (at least be a man
and tag them) or pelting the
quarterback’s truck with eggs
(yes, this also happened to
Brandon Allen) need to end.
College football is by far
my favorite sport to watch,
and not just because of the
excitement a Lee Corso-filled
Saturday morning brings.
NCAA competition brings
a passion to the game that
professional football doesn’t
have. That’s what I’ve grown
to love about watching the
Hogs over the years. The
same buzz fills the Arkansas
air each August as football
season approaches, regardless
of how disastrous the previous
one was. One hundred or so
players continue to suit up,
burst through a giant “A” on
Saturdays and fight their hearts
out for 60 minutes.
So, for the Razorback
supporters out there: as
Austin Allen steps into his
brother’s shoes entering
conference play, let’s refrain
from bashing him when (not
if ) he makes mistakes. And
more importantly, let’s relax.
(Easier said than done, I know,
considering our 3-0 Hogs play
a top 10 team this weekend.)
Remember why you came
to love Arkansas football in
the first place. Keep in mind
that everyone involved in the
program is doing everything
in their power to win games.
And please, I’m begging you,
don’t do anything to Austin
Allen’s truck.
CALEB ROWAN is the head
sports editor for the Bison.
He may be contacted at
crowan@harding.edu.
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Golf team has strong second-round finish
TAYLOR HODGES
asst. sports editor
The Harding men’s golf team
competed in their first tournament
of the 2016-2017 season last week.
The Bisons shot a score of 602 after
two rounds at the University of
Nebraska-Kearney Invitational in
Axtell, Nebraska. The tournament
was cut short after two rounds due
to weather conditions. They finished
in 11th place out of 20 teams.
Senior Alex Williamson led the
Bisons, shooting a total 144 for the
tournament, a personal best, and
a 1-under 71 in the second round.
This was his 14th career round at
par or better. He finished fifth place
overall individually.
“It was good to get an under par

round, especially in those conditions,”
Williamson said.
Williamson currently holds the
Harding golf record for under-par
and at-par rounds. He said that he
would like to extend that as much
as possible so that he can contribute
to the team’s success.
After a first-round score of 306,
the Bisons dropped ten strokes in
the second round to shoot a 296.
That second-round score was the
third best for the round by a team,
and moved the Bisons from 14th
to 11th place. Only seven strokes
separated the Bisons in 11th place
from finishing in the top five.
Juniors Mason Banger, Cameron
Murray and Alan Anderson each
moved up 13 spots or more after
their second round scores.

Banger shot a 1-over-par 73 in
the second round, which moved him
up 22 spots, where he tied for 31st
place overall. Murray moved up 17
spots after a 4-over 76, and finished
in 61st place overall. Anderson also
shot a 76, and moved up 13 spots
to a tie for 86th overall.
“We were kind of down after
the first round when we shot 306,”
Banger said. “We couldn’t quite
finish the second round because
of the light, so we came back the
next day to finish off about four or
five holes, and in those four or five
holes, the team finished off great.”
Banger said that one thing the
team struggled with last year was
closing out tournaments, but that
it was nice to see how the team was
able to finish strong in this first

tournament.
“You usually play 36 holes in
one day, and it’s a long day,” Williamson said. “You usually drop off
significantly, so for us to improve
ten shots is a big deal. It just shows
that we aren’t giving up. We know
we can play better. We just have to
go out and do it.”
The Bisons played in their second
tournament this week in Muskogee,
Oklahoma. A historic second round
put the Bisons in sixth place going
into the second day of the tournament. After a score of 872 for the
tournament, the team finished in
ninth place out of 18 teams.
The Bisons’ next tournament
is October 3-4 in Hot Springs,
Arkansas. in the Henderson State
Fall Invitational.

Volleyball extends winning streak to nine
CALEB ROWAN
sports editor
AUDRA SHUMAKER
student writer

On Saturday, Sept. 17,
the volleyball team swept
the Harding Tri-Match at
Rhodes-Reaves Fieldhouse
with 3-0 victories over both
Missouri Southern State
University and Lyon College,
extending its winning streak
to nine games.
Head coach Meredith
Fear said she has talked
to the girls about playing
fearlessly, and not being
scared of their mistakes. In
regards to Saturday’s games
that strategy has paid off for
the team.
“The girls played at a high
level,” Fear said. “They stayed
focused and had a well-balanced and good game.”
Sophomore middle blocker
Zoe Hardin, who was named
last week’s Great American
Conference (GAC) offensive
player of the week, said the
team is proud of its streak
but is staying focused on its
upcoming conference games.
“I think we’re happy with
how well we’ve done and the
success we’ve had so far,”
Hardin said. “We’re kind of
on a roll; we’re getting used
to each other and figuring
out what works. We are
pleased with what we’ve
accomplished, but we aren’t
done yet.”

EVAN SWEARINGEN | The Bison

Sophomore right side hitter Emma Reeves spikes the ball over two Lyon College defenders during
their game on Sept. 17. The Lady Bisons’ 3-0 victory extended their winning streak to nine games.
Hardin is part of the
Lady Bisons’ big sophomore
class, which also includes the
team’s season leader in kills,
outside hitter Emily Clayton.
According to Clayton, the
group of seven sophomores
are working hard to improve
after a disappointing freshman season.
“We had seven freshmen
last year. Now all being returners, in the back of our
minds, we’re still thinking

about last season,” Clayton
said. “It’s safe to say last year
we had a losing season. I
think we have to stay mentally
tough and know that we’re
not the same team we were
last year.”
As far as Saturday’s victories, Clayton said she was
excited to see the players
come together so well.
“As a team, I thought we
meshed really well on Saturday,” Clayton said. “When

we keep our energy levels
up and we’re all working
together as a team that gets
me pumped,”
According to Hardin,
despite the talented sophomore class, the team still
relies on the leadership of
its seniors, setter Abigail
Glosup, middle blocker
Sara Smith and defensive
specialist Bianca Trevino.
“Whether we realize it
or not, we all kind of look

to them in any situation and
they can give us guidance,”
Hardin said.
The Lady Bisons played
Arkansas Tech University on
Sept. 20 and the University
of Arkansas at Monticello
on Sept. 22, but results were
not available at press time.
The team travels to Arkadelphia, Arkansas next to
play Ouachita Baptist University in a GAC matchup
on Sept. 27.
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Sophomore forward Jason Diaz takes a shot in the Bisons’ 1-0 win against Delta State University
onThursday, Sept. 15. The victory was the team’s fifth straight shutout win.

THELMA MARTINEZ
student writer

“They are fighters,” Ireland

and Kucera, coach Ireland says

keep going; they keep working;
they don’t stop.”
Ireland also shared some
advice with his players.
“Even with all the success,
stay grounded,” Ireland said.
“Stay humble and hungry
for more.”
The soccer team practices
six days a week. They spend
their time watching film, practicing or playing. Sophomore
goalkeeper Michael Wasson
said the team has to be ready
for anything. Sophomore
defender Justin Kucera said
that coach Ireland gives the
team constant motivation to
work hard and dream big.
According to both Wasson

right, they will get big results.
Kucera and Wasson said
some of the biggest challenges
that they face team are learning
how to win and be consistent.
“If you want to be a role
model,”Wasson said.“You have
to be excellent in everything
you do.”
They added that Ireland
is a great motivator for the
team which both describe
as a family. Ireland has been
coaching at the collegiate
level since 2000, taking his
first head coaching job at
Lipscomb University in 2007.
He played on Harding’s first
men’s soccer team when the
program started in 2000.Ireland
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“They play soSeptember
hard. They that if they do
the little
things

On Thursday, Sept. 15, the
Harding men’s soccer team
defeated Delta State University
1-0 when sophomore Matheus
Ribeiro scored the winning
goal in the 66th minute. The
game at Stevens Field was
delayed due to lightning, but
the team was able to shut
down one of the nation’s
best offenses and complete a
fifth straight shutout. After
a 2-0 victory over Hendrix
College on Sunday, Sept 18,
the Bisons are now 6-1 on the
year and off to the best start
in program history.
Head coach Jon Ireland
called the team relentless.

said one of the challenges he
faces as head coach is getting
the team to believe in what
he is trying to do.
Coach Ireland said that the
main goal for this season is to
improve every single game. He
tells the team to focus on the
moment and how they can get
better. He added that the team
needs to focus on offense and
to creating more goal-scoring
opportunities.
The Bisons began conference play against Oklahoma
Baptist University in Shawnee, Oklahoma on Sept. 22.
Results were not available at
press time. The Bisons play
Southern Nazarene University
tomorrow at 2 p.m. in Bethany,
Oklahoma.

RYANN HEIM | The Bison

Senior quarterback Park Parish runs through multiple defenders in a 35-14 win over Southern Arkansas University on Sept. 17. The Bisons play the University of Arkansas at Monticello tomorrow
at 6 p.m. in Monticello, Arkansas.

ou may be wondering why I am here. A few weeks
ago, I accidentally mentioned to sports editor
Caleb Rowan and adviser Katie Ramirez that I had never written a sports article, so they made it their mission
to force me to write one. If you know me, you know that
I am able to weasel my way out of doing just about anything, and that is exactly what I am doing now. Welcome
to my first (and hopefully last) sports article.For the past
few weeks, I’ve been playing A-team flag football for my
club. After one of our games, I turned to a teammate and
said, “I wish there could be club floor hockey, because my
two favorite sports are football and hockey.” She replied,
“Is football not violent enough for you?”
You also may be wondering what hockey even is. This
is a team sport that is typically played on ice with all
players wearing skates, helmets and lots of padding. A
wooden stick with a plastic blade is used to push a black
rubber puck down the ice and past the goalie into a small
goal. Body checks are allowed (and somewhat encouraged), and players will often get into fist fights right on
the ice.
My favorite National Hockey League teams are my
hometown team, the St. Louis Blues, and the Los Angeles
Kings. My father and I would play floor hockey in our
basement, and it was taught in P.E. classes at my high
school. I even keep a white hockey stick in my room in
the rare chance that I may need it. When my father’s
intramural college floor hockey team won the finals, they
pretended that a trash can was the Stanley Cup, held it
up above their heads and kissed it. I know that’s kind of
gross, but I’m just trying to illustrate to you that hockey
exists and more people than myself are interested in it.
So, why exactly should Harding include floor hockey
in the intramural and club sports itinerary?
I’m not suggesting that we play ice hockey, just floor
hockey. To play floor hockey, all you need are plastic sticks,
pucks, small goals and a face mask for the goalie. These
are all relatively inexpensive. This sport could potentially
be played in the GAC, so it doesn’t even require the construction of a new facility.
Not unlike soccer or football, floor hockey requires a
lot of communication and strategy. Strategic, spontaneous
play can benefit players off the floor. Team sports can be
frustrating and communication can be difficult, but ultimately this teamwork can build strong friendships and
engage students in camaraderie. This is the number one
goal of this school, correct?
Not every Harding student knows how to play hockey,
but isn’t that the point of club or intramural sports? They
may expose students to sports they’ve never played before.
Sure, some people play intramural sports because they want
to relive their high school experience on a team, but lots
of people get together with their friends and form a team
whether or not they know how to play. Providing a more
diverse selection of sports opens up an opportunity for
students to embrace a whole new culture they may enjoy.
And most importantly, floor hockey is a lot of fun.
Let’s go Blues.
HANNAH J. MOORE is the opinions editor for the
Bison. She may be contacted at
hmoore@harding.edu.
Twitter: hannah_j_moore

Zach Fryxell

JD Campbell

Emily Faulkner

Bianca Trevino

Tommy Schults

Jennifer Aniston.

Blake Lively.

Blake Lively.

Ryan Reynolds.

Jennifer Connelly.

Australia.

New Zealand so I
could take the
Lord of the Rings
tour.

Australia.

England.

Alaska.

What was your favorite
childhood cartoon show?

Spongebob.

Rocket Power.

Spongebob
Squarepants.

Rocket Power
or
Hey! Arnold.

Jimmy Neutron.

What college football game
are you looking forward to
the most this weekend?

Arkansas
vs.
Texas A&M.

Arkansas vs.
Texas A&M, but I’m
ready for our game
at UAM.

Probably OSU vs.
Baylor, because
I think OSU can win
and also OU doesn’t
play this week
(Boom Soon).

Arkansas
vs.
Texas A&M.

I don’t watch college
football.

Our Athletes’ Views
on Pop Culture

Who is your celebrity crush?

If you could go anywhere in
the world for one weekend,
where would you go?

Basketball

Football

Tennis

Volleyball

Soccer
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SAVANNA DISTEFANO
features editor

“We think this is the highest expression of culture from
our countries,” senior Fanny Bonilla said. “These are the
people who are keeping our culture and our history alive.”
Seniors Diego Cordero, Fabio Rivera, Julio Castro and
Bonilla began working with artisans from their home countries in Latin America along with alumnae Flor Flores and
Stephany Ayestas in order to begin their year-old business,
Chava.
Chava, meaning “young girl” in Spanish, is a Latin
American brand designed to spread Latino culture and
talent around the world. Its main focus is fashion accessories
including jewelry, bags and neck ties.
“Aside from art and culture, we are also selling quality,”
Bonilla said. “We are trying to be ethical, we are trying to
support a cause — we are trying to be supportive of these
artisans”
The spark for Chava began in fall 2015 after the students
attended the Harvard Initiative for Latin American Relations. The conference focused on education, human rights,
inequality, and venture leadership Latin America.

The students created the brand to bring an appreciation
of Latin American cultures and support artisans from their
home countries by providing income and education for their
businesses. They contacted and met with artisans from each
of their countries to begin compiling inventory.
“We get their stories, we talk to them, explain to them
(who we are), and we want to know who they are because
we want the customer to know,” Rivera said.
According to Cordero, many Latin American artisans
make approximately $1 per hour. He said the business is
designed to provide the artisans a fair wage, equal to minimum wage for the U.S. in order to cover the cost of living
in the artisans’ home countries.
Rivera said he feels Chava is an opportunity to give back
to people from his home country, Honduras, as well as the
home countries of the other founders.
“There’s always a responsibility to give back,” Rivera said.
“Giving back is really important, and I think that’s a good
way to do it while keeping our heritage alive — the heritage
of each country.”
Chava is branded in Panama, where Flores manages the
legal and marketing aspects of the company. The founders
hope to have warehouses in Panama and the U.S.

The students’ ultimate
goal is to gain sustainable income in order
that they become
full-time workers
of Chava. They
plan to add Native American,
South American,
African European
and Asian products
to their inventory
and sell Chava across
continents in order to
share various cultures
around the globe.
“Every country has its
own culture,” Cordero said.
“You can find artisans in every country
on the planet.”
There will be a Chava booth at Get Down Downtown
Sept. 23-25. Products are also sold on Facebook and featured
on Instagram and Twitter.

Artistic expressions of culture
Courtesy of CARLIE TACKER

MICHALIE BROWN
student writer
If you have ever wanted to travel across Europe, swing
by the Stevens Art Gallery between Sept. 13-Oct.6 to see
r what 21 art and interior design students experienced
while studying abroad last summer.
The students, faculty and staff spent five weeks
traveling through Italy, France, Spain and England.
They visited dozens of historical landmarks including
the Colosseum, Eiffel Tower and St. Paul’s Cathedral.
The students were required to take nine credit hours.
Most of the students chose to take classes which required
them to document their trip both through photography
and creative journals.
The photographs captured cultural scenes, architecture and the personal interests of each student while
the creative journals contain a collection of thoughts,
reflections, sketches and paintings. Some journals even
contain receipts, ticket stubs and dried flowers from

the trip.
“We did a lot of sitting on the train and reflecting
on the things that we saw and drawing or painting the
feel that we got from them,” senior graphic design major
Renee Wimpey said. “It wasn’t just drawing something
we saw, it was expressing the kind of culture that these
people live in.”
Junior Hannah Knabe said she enjoyed every minute
of the trip, which was her first experience out of the
country and especially enjoyed the historical architecture and the diverse culture of Europe. Knabe said she
loved taking time to reflect and paint in her journal at
the end of every day.
“We don’t have anything that old in America, so it
was amazing to see all of that history, and get to sketch
it and take pictures of it,” Knabe said.
The Department of Art and Design plans on taking
its next trip in 2018. Daniel Adams, professor of art,
said the next trip will cover more countries, primarily
focusing on architectural worship structures.

“For artists and designers to be creative, we need to
feed on important imagery and so going and seeing is
very different than looking it up in a textbook,” Adams
said. “Being in the environment and being able to see
and touch feeds our creativity. We have to see. We have
to keep looking.”
The photographs and creative journals are on display
in the Stevens Art Gallery until the first week in October.

Campus dining strengthens communication
ALEX PETTY
student writer

Harding Dining Services has increased its
outreach to students by engaging with them
on social media, as well as hosting numerous
events on campus to draw interest.
Taylor Weir, marketing assistant for Harding
Dining Services, manages the Harding Dining
Instagram, as well as their website, hardingdining.com. Weir said that with the opening of the
new Panda Express and expanded Chick-fil-A in
the Hammon Student Center, Harding Dining
decided to increase their presence on campus.
“To support the growing dining program,
at the start of the year, we hired a group of 10
Harding students to form a peer-to-peer team
to help commuting students select which meal
plan fit their lifestyle best,” Weir said.
Additional outreach such as campus-wide
scavenger hunts and campaigns have been used
to get the student body more involved in the
dining program.
According to Weir, the use of social media
has been a successful outlet for generating buzz
among students and allows open interaction
between the Harding Dining Services staff and
the student body.
Kasey Schluterman, district marketing manager for Harding Dining Services, points out the
success of the dining program has been largely
attributed to their presence on social media.

“As our students evolve, so should our dining
program,” Schluterman said. “Our students
need and expect an online presence for many
reasons. Social media has proven to be a fast,
effective way to build brand presence, create trust
through feedback and action, and communicate
on a broad level.”
Sophomore public relations major Maleah
Brown believes that the dining program’s new
initiative will benefit both the company and
Harding’s students.
“It’s pretty important for organizations on
campus like the dining program to have and
know how to use social media, because that’s the
way students communicate these days,” Brown
said. “This way there’s always a way to get in
touch with the dining program if you have an
issue or suggestion, or are just curious about
what they have to offer.”
Schluterman said the dining program plans
to continue engaging with students via social
media, as well as use their new online presence
to promote new offers and deals. Schluterman
hopes that through the dining program’s Instagram and website, students will become more
aware of the resources available to them, such as
the Campusdish App, which allows students to
view menus and nutritional information online.
Schluterman and Weir said that the use of
social media and campaigns has been a success
so far, and they hope that it only gets better
from here.
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Hunting for maximum creativity at minimum cost
KENDRA STEVENSON
student writer

Graphic by RACHEL GIBSON

For students, thrift stores supply a lot of
costumes, outfits and wardrobes for various
clubs, organizations, theatre events and
everyday wear. There are many thrift stores
in Searcy, but in a personally conducted
Twitter survey, participants voted between
four businesses: Goodwill at 3707 E. Race,
Dirt Cheap at 2702 E. Race, Hope Restored
at 509 E. Race and Tonya’s Consignment
at 2701 E. Race.
The survey was open for 12 hours and
available to students on Twitter and Facebook. The results showed that 75 percent of
participants prefer Goodwill, 13 percent prefer
Dirt Cheap, 8 percent prefer Hope Restored
and 4 percent prefer Tonya’s Consignment.
The club recruitment process begins
during the fall semester, during which there
are several activities that call for dressing
up as different characters or to fit a specific theme. Students often shop at thrift
stores to purchase pieces for their desired
costumes. Freshman Daniel Stepginger
has not attended an event that needed the
assistance of a thrift store, but says he would
go if he needed to.
“One of my friends bought a flannel and
turned it into a kilt for one of his mixers,”

Stepginger said.
Senior Allie Cook has been in women’s
socisl club Pi Theta Phi during her four
years at Harding. When it comes to club
activities, functions and mixers, Cook actively thrifts and encourages thrifting to
find appropriate outfits and costumes for
specific events. Outside of club purposes,
Cook said that at least 80 percent of her
wardrobe is from various thrift stores. She
explains that it is extremely convenient to
have access in Searcy to several shops that
allow students to update their wardrobe
without spending a lot of money.
“Honestly, without thrift shops, people
would have to be a lot more creative, that’s
for sure,” Cook said. “It is always amusing
to see what everyone comes up with and
getting to appreciate awesome thrift finds.
I am appreciative for the opportunities to
look fly on a budget.”
This semester, mixer themes include “Pi
Theta Phairyland,” Delta Nu’s “Alter Ego,”
Iota Chi’s “Merry Little First Round Mixer,” Ju Go Ju’s “Out of this World” and Phi
Kappa Delta’s “Come Dressed as Something
that Begins with the First Letter of Your
Name.” With such a wide variety of thrifting
options available, students should have no
trouble showcasing the highest creativity
for the lowest price.

‘Hillsong’ movie fails with critics, rises with fans
JACOB ARDREY
student writer

Over 800 theaters across the U.S. premiered the
new film “Hillsong: Let Hope Rise” that grossed $1.3
million last weekend according to “Box Office Mojo,”
a company owned by the Internet Movie Database.
Hillsong United is a Christian rock band from Sydney,
Australia, formed in 1983. Their international ministry
has expanded to cities on five continents including Rio
de Janeiro, Brazil, and London, England. The film is a
documentary about the band’s progress and how God
has blessed them with success. Director Michael John
Warren states in the movie’s first few moments, “This
film is intended as a theatrical worship experience.”
The film is centered around a concert they held at The
Forum in Los Angeles, California, in 2014.
Recently, the movie has received negative reviews.
Frank Scheck, a writer from The Hollywood Reporter, said that the film contains “bland interviews with
several of the band’s members,” and a will not win over
skeptics listening to the band.

“For any such soul who wanders into the wrong
multiplex auditorium by mistake, the film makes a
poor introduction,” Scheck said. “It provides only scant
background information and no deep insights about
the musicians.”
Los Angeles Times writer Kevin Crust said in a
review that the film did a decent job of showing their
day jobs as pastors and ministers of the church. Crust
also states that the film provides stories of how the
band members deal with struggles.
“The film is at its most effective when band members
and lead pastor Brian Houston testify to the strength
their faith provides during times of crisis,” Crust said.
On Monday nights, a portion of Harding’s student
body gathers at Fellowship Bible Church to participate
in a weekly service called Sanctuary, where a live band
helps lead worship. The worship band is made up of
students of different classifications. Senior Lindsey
Luter said she believes whole-heartedly that Searcy is
a mission field and the work that is produced through
Sanctuary is to build a community in the freedom
Christ gives us. Luter said their goal is reaching out

to the people of Searcy.
“I think that what Hillsong does is incredible. I also
know that not every church is meant to be a megachurch or a global church, and that is okay,” Luter said.
“What takes my time and prayer is the way I can serve
here in Searcy.”
Luter said one of her life-long goals was to attend
the Hillsong Church in Sydney, Australia, while on
the Harding University in Australasia program. Fellow
Sanctuary band member, Sarah Roe, has a sister who
works at the Hillsong church. Luter said Roe’s sister
brought them to worship, where they gained insight
into the background and inner workings of the church.
“On Thursday nights, they have a personal worship
service for the creative team which includes anyone
involved with media, lights or decoration,” Luter said.
“After the worship, they split off into whatever they
need to get done for the upcoming Sunday. The cool
thing about that is the way they value creative people.
You do not have to be a part of the band to be special.”
“Hillsong: Let Hope Rise” is rated PG. Check local
theater schedules for show times.

Destination Adventure: fall break travel tips

Student-friendly vacation spots accessible on only one tank of gas
GRANT STEWART
asst. copy editor

GARRETT HOWARD
lifestyle editor

Branson, MO
Eureka
Springs

FALL BREAK 2016

Where are you going?

Fall break offers students a reprieve from
schoolwork to take a three-day weekend trip
to local tourist traps. Whether you enjoy
Fayetteville Bentonville
hiking, eating or sightseeing (or maybe all
three), there are a variety of memorable
stops for those who could use a break from
Searcy scenery.
Roughly three hours northwest of Searcy,
the town of Fayetteville offers beautiful
hiking opportunities around the Kingfisher
or Rookery trails, tasty local cuisine destinations (like Hammontree’s Grilled Cheese
or Catfish Hole) and Arkansas Razorback
Mount Magazine
football games almost every Saturday in the fall.
If the Hogs are not playing, be sure to attend the
farmers market located in downtown Fayetteville. While
you are there, go see some of the quaint little shops that
decorate the town, or check out the massive Walmart
headquarters in Bentonville. You can stay in Bentonville
and visit the Crystal Bridges Art Museum, or, if you feel
brave enough, stay at the haunted hotel in Eureka Springs.
If you need to escape the catfish and country of ArkanMurfreesboro
sas towns, Tennessee’s historic city of Memphis is known
for its barbecue and blues. This culture-rich city provides
jazzy music on Beale Street, great southern cooking,
and a fascinating history. Go check out the Civil Rights
Museum on the site where Martin Luther King Jr. was
assassinated and discover more about the Civil Rights
movement. Embrace your inner animal lover and observe
more than 3,500 animals at the award winning Memphis
Zoo, ranked No. 4 among zoos in the U.S according to
USA Today. You can also walk along a replica of the
Mississippi River at Mud Island, or behold the might of
Graphic by SAWYER HITE
the actual river from the top of the Bass Pro Shop at the
iconic Memphis Pyramid.
Clocking in at about three hours from Searcy, Missouri’s bustling city of Branson is the farthest away, but as Silver Dollar City. Don’t forget to stop by the Krispy
it should not be much trouble for a fuel-efficient car. Kreme shop when the hot fresh light is on. You may be
Branson is located deep in the Ozark Mountains and able to snag a few free doughnuts.
Overall, a road trip is what you make of it, because
contains entertainment on many different fronts. Sit back
even
trips to small Arkansas towns can bring you to adand relax at one of the various music shows available, or
ventures
you may not have considered. Venture to Mount
seek pulse-pounding thrills at amusement parks such

Memphis, TN

Magazine State Park and climb the tallest mountain in
the state of Arkansas, head to Crater of Diamonds State
Park in Murfreesboro to dig up a real diamond, or travel
to Parker Homestead in Harrison, Arkansas, where you
can take a trip back in time to a simpler era (and be sure
to grab some kettle corn while you are there).

